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VALENTINA. (Suddenly frightened that Terry is about to revéal some-
thing untoward.). Terry, my friend, you dont owe any ekplanation.
Please don’t say any ... L -
TERRY. 1 have been hosting “the girl within” more years than even
you, Amy. Before I found .another like me, homosexuals were the
only friends I had. Among them I found support, acceptance, and
encouragement. -For years I've attended their balls and clubs'and
parties. Well, we all do. And aren’t we always welcome? Homosexuals
accepted me, even as a heterosexual man, without judgement or
malice. And, for the record, not once did I have to fend off unwanted
attention. 1 owe a great debt of gratitude to them. I’'m not telling
anyone else what to do, but I cannot sign a piece of paper purposely
excluding them. And I should add, if creating this organization is
truly a step ahead, then I think it is morally wrong not to extend
that leg up to our sister transvestites in the homosexual world. I
cannot imagine they wouldn't do the same for us.
VALENTINA. Terry, youd be fine if the resort were to all up
_ with homosexuals? : -
TERRY. I imagine homosexuals have many more fun places to go
than the Catskills. - : : .
CHARLOTTE. And ifit meant a night in jail? Must I femind you
that sodomy is a punishable crime. What if you were drinking in
one of their bars and it was raided. It’s happened. Facing ariest,
would you still find it repugnant to swear you weren’t one of them?
TERRY. Notat all. I'd swear it proudly because doing so would attest
that we were nothing more than neighbors' gathered to enjoy one
another’s company, and that the persecution of such clubs is wrong.
CHARLOTTE. Fifty years from now, when homosexuals are still
scuttling about as the back-alley vermin of society, cross-dressing will
be as everyday as cigarette smoking. And transvestites everywhere
will celebrate those in this room for making the hard decisions that
led to their liberation. ~ | ‘

TERRY. And with that, I think this meeting is adjourned.






